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If you read it with Bhaktivedanta purport, you're
reading Bhagavad-gita under the guidance of a bona-
fide spiritual master. . -

That's a fact.

Now, of course, you'll find in Bhagavad—giﬂa how to
recognize the spiritual master, also.

But still the person must be there.
ent to give a practical example.

Right.

And that's where the whole thing went amiss.

That's true.

The

practical example just wasn't there for people to

see.

You remember yourself in the beginning.
did we used to distribute books?
“how?

How
Do you remember

Well, I know-what I was doing.

Eight people would chant. Right? And two or three
would distribute magazines or whatever, .and they
stayed always within the proximity of the vibration

of the kirtan.

Then they switched around.

Sometimes

another three or four persons would then sell and the
others would chant.
which you could take home and refer to, and there's
the example of a person who's applying, actually
exhibiting, renunciation in the presence of maya.
Right in the thick of maya, here's a person who's
coming out in robes.
singing Hare Krsna.

speak with him, he's a gentleman.
quite’ lacking. It became more and more. two people

chanting and eight people running around.

In this way there was the book,

He's got a shaved head. He's
He looks very nice, and if you
That element is

- Then wigs,

and this and that and it just got further and fur-
ther removed until it's so far gone, that the public

just says, "Wait a minute."

When you read that

He must be pres-
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Syracuse Decision, that's what the judge said, "They
do everything except tell you about their religion.
They give everything but the very thing which they
are supposed to be giving - their spiritual parapher-
nalia - their book or their record." so they concluded
that these people are misusing their First Amendment .
rights for soliciting funds. They're not interested.
That was the conclusion it came to, and when you
examine it, that is the only conclusion they can come
to, because, in. fact, we have artificially inflated.
our standard of living. «Forhthe sake of :whatever

we may say, but it didn't work. "If we have a big
building, the public will like it." But is there

any devotee here who was attracted to the building?
It was 26 Second Avenue when Jayadvaita Maharaija
came, and the place was full of cockroaches, and
everything was happening in one .room.

In this way, in the name of making an impression

"to the public, we became more and more involved in

methods that were very successful for soliciting.
funds, but not very successful for attracting
people's faith or awakening their faith to Krsna
consciousness. In fact, the only opulence a devotee
has to exhibit is his renunciation and his knowledge.
You can't compete. Just like this house, it's very
nice, but there are probably hundreds of them on

this hill. That kind of exhibition is secondary.

The primary exhibition is, "Is he renounced? 1Is he
knowledgeable? Is he pure?" Purity is the force.

We've gone too far away from that. When there's some-
one who actually is renounced, it attracts people,-

‘just like Prabhupada attracted us. And his knowledge

attracted us. That was sufficient. Everything else .
is by-the-way, but we became more-and-more concerned
with the secondary matter, with the form rather than
the content.

That's to be expected from neophytes.

Yes, but, that has to be recognized and you have to
adjust.. ‘

It's like the devotees who were out doing kirtan -
those late '60's - early '70's, it's not that they
were the epitomy of knowledge and renunciation and
somehow wey got deviated.

No, but the point is, when you're attracted by renun-
ciation, you can remain in it if 'you exhibit and
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If you receive knowledge, you can maintain it and
expand it when you extend it to others. That's
where we fall short, and that's why we find so many
of our devotees have gone away because they simply
haven't been able to have a substantial spiritual
life being engaged in something where they have to
repeatedly confront the public with their inner-
most convictions. You follow? That's a very impor-
tant point. The result is we have an institution,
but the primary purpose or the essence of the

thing is very difficult to find, and we can see it
in our activities. We're all engaged in bickering
over completely insignificant matters, and with

very heavy points, to the point of actually deposing
eachather. The leaders are attacking one another,
suspecting one another. . How are we going to go on?

The followers will all be totally bewildered. What
to think? That straightforwardness of the mission-'v
ary's work is very important. That's like when .
you're in the war and the enemy's attacking the sol-
dier takes off his dog tags and changes his uniform,
that means he's becoming a coward, a deserter. Of
course it's to be expected if we're all neophytes,
but now we have to recognize it and we have to adjust.
We can't just go on. We have very drastic, critical
problems in our society. Some of the senior members
have gone away. They've just walked out. Isn't it?

Yah, it's true.

And some that are still with us are preparing them,
or they're in it, but they're really far removed.

Anyway, Tamal Krsna Goswami has had a very important
realization about how some of these problems have
been plaguing us for the last two years practically,
since Prabhupada disappeared. How they've come to
be, regarding this guru issue and appointment or ex-
panding it or restricting it. That's why he wanted
some of you to come and hear, because I think this
will be a breath.of fresh air for some people. I'd
rather have him talk about it. .

But one thing is for sure: The basis, the foundation
of our society, which is love and trust, or the pre-
mise that we're all here for one common interest and
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that is to serve Krsna and Prabhupada, that has been
cracked. It's shattered. Everyone is looklng at the
other person with suspicion on the premlse, "This
person, why did he come? What for? Why is he doing
this?" 1In other words, not giving him 1mmed1ately I
the recognltlon whatever he's doing, he's doing it
because this is the best thing for Krsna or this is
the way he thinks Prabhupada is best served. But v
we're beginning with the premise that this person has
an alterior motive. )

As soon as we deal with one another like that, then
the whole basis of our association is lost.

DHIRA-KRSNA : ‘
SWAMI : - That comes from viewing eachother externally.

SRILA
HANSADUTTA: Yeah.

DHIRA-KRSNA
SWAMI: So that if you look at anyone externally, you'll come
to an external conclusion.

SRILA
HANSADUTTA: Exactly.

DHIRA-KRSNA .
SWAMI: - So, it's a fact, we can't ignore their undercurrent
spiritual consciousness.

* SRILA

" HANSADUTTA: Yes, completely. It'll be complete. Just like Krsna -
Krsna Himself - the whole world rose up against Him,
and He's the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And He's
being attacked. He's being looked at with suspicion.
This is the sum and substance. As Prabhupada writes
in the Upadesha Amrta, The Nectar of Instruction, that
for these 6 exchanges, dadafi bhirail ghrinafe, this
society is founded, and that's the last thing that's
happening. The last’ thing in the world that we dn is
approach our Godbrother openmindedly and with trust
that, "If I say something, even if it's wrong or off-
the-wall, he's not going to take it any further than
that, except saying, 'That doesn't sound right to me'
But, rather, what's happening, just on hearsay people.

" will call one another up, & big meeting will ensue
and so many misunderstandings just because there's no
dadati bhrati ghanate. If someone comes, immediately
you think, "Why did he come? What does he want?' This
is the basic problem. This is really the basic prob-
lem all around. Without approaching that person, we
go to every other person, have a big pow-wow, and then
decide that something's got to be done. And the per-
son in question is the last to know. By the time he
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 Well, it's like gold.

he's so overwhelmed with
that he just doesn't know
and when he tries to make

it just confirms everyone's suspicion.
You follow? The more he struggles. to make his

point and make himself understood, because everyone
has sort of separated themselves and are approaching
him in this mood, it becomes impossible. It can
only end in disaster, and that's what we have on our
hands.

finally gets to know it,
disappointment and fear

Everyone is wondering, "Who's next? Who's it going t
fall on next? Who's going to be the next person the
shadow of doubt falls over?" Then everyone stands by
and watches the fun. Actually, the last six months,
they've played themselves out that way. Now soO many
things have gone under the bridge and, honestly,

there's been grievous mistakes made and offenses com-
mitted. 2

But persons who ought to be owning up tb their
shortcomings are not doing so, which is complicating
the matter even further. The sanctity, the sacred-
ness of our relationships, our association has been
completely dragged through the mud or vilified or
broken. - . '

I could agree with that.

Even a person like Sridhara Swami, we approach him,
he gives advice, and then, "Well, he doesn't know -
anything." And all the devotees are seeing it or
hearing about it. What's the standard.

Everywhere there's chaos and bewilderment.

If you know what the quali-

ties of gold are, how to recognize it by its charac-

teristics, then...
Then you can't be cheatgd.
whene?er you finq gold, you'll...
Grab.it.

Right. And if you don't know what is gold, even if
someone gives you gold, you might throw it away.
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Right. This chaos, doubt and confusion.which is
passing through our movement is not going to be
solved in time, as someone told me the other day.
It's not going to be removed by having a paper
written or another meeting. It's going to be re-
solved only when withnour doubts we can come to
one another and say, "I have this doubt," and
place it before that person without fear that he's
going to call me a snake, a.rascal, a fool, envi-
ous, or without fear of being removed from my
position.

There's only one medicine for our problem‘and that
is this exchange of the mind. I'm revealing my
mind to you and, assuming that you have the same
interest that I have and not suspecting, "Well, if
I tell him this, will he immediately go and tell
this person who’s then going to.tell him, and then
they're going to do this, and then...." Everything
becomes frozen like that. This doubtfulness and
fear is freezing everyone and restricting all our
activities. We ourselves have become the greatest
obstacles to spreading Krsna consciousness because
we can't approach one another anymore, or we can't
feel free to approach the matter of preaching ac-
cording to our individual realization or enthusiasm.

-Everyone has a particular nature. Everyone has a

particular understanding of Prabhupada's teaching,

of Krsna's teaching. And everyone is entitled to
express it, and that's what devotional service is -
the freedom to express our love and our understand-
ing of Krsna, of our spiritual master by whatever -
means is available to us. As soon as someone tries
to restrict that and dictate and impose on it, you're
creating havoc. You're just destroying that person's
devotional service. C ’

I disagree. I disagree.
You can disagree.

Because, I think, my general perspective is that,
first of all, we live in a society. Socieéty means
that there are going to be restrictions. For. in-
stance, I'd like to do certain things in the so-
ciety which the other members are not going to agree

.16 a good idea. My efforts in that regard are going

to be restricted. Someone's going to say, "This is
not the best way to do it for such and such a reason.”
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That's all right, but when it's done in the mood of

~conspiracy;, then it's not a society.

I agree.
And it's not social, it's anti-social.

I agree. My second point was that I don't really
see that the dealings in the society as a whole have
been characterized by a kind of watch dog....

Well, I can give you an example. You want me to give
you an example?

can I finish this point? Can I just finish this
point? I don't see that the affairs of the society
as a whole have been characterized by that watch dog,
conspiratorial, suspicious approach to things. I
just see that within certain specific instances that
the approach has been.... T

Well, a chain is as strong as its weakest link. If

we are in an absolute relationship of Krsna conscious-
ness, which it is, bacause this society is an abso-
lute society. It is a society which is concerned with
Krsna, the Whole, and our relationship with Hi, and
naturally our relationship amongst eachother. When

on the highest levels of that social structure, the
leaders are being conspired against or upon, then
you're in trouble. You're in big trouble.

I can carry the point further, but I don't think I
should. . \

I just had an incident where Bhagavan Maharaja got

on the phone and deliberately set up a conspiracy,
but at the same time, when talking with me, he's
telling me, "Love and trust and this and that." If

I hadn't arrived at the eleventh hour, the whole.
yatra would have been destroyed, just as the Berkeley
yatra was destroyed. I don't see where these kind

of dealing benefit this movement or the public. The
public's looking at us and thinking we've gone off.

They're more confused than the devotees. I know be-
cause I get letters in. People write and they say,
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I chant 16 rounds ang day and follow all the requ-
lative pPrinciples; I offer my food. But what the
hell is going on in the SOCiety?"’“They write like
that. Straightaway they write like that.

I don't mean to sit here ang point a finger at some-
one, but wé have to at least ‘admit thig much: That
wWeé are making a lot of mistakes. If we're not pre-
pared to come to thisg point, then there really is
just nothing that can be done. Being polite is not
enough.

I think what You said about approaching eachother ig
definitely a fact. That if ye find it realy easy to
talk amongst ourselves, to talk amongst our peers, :
then when it comes to direct something that's meant

Our authorities are our authorities because we ac-
Cept them, wWe accept them because they have in-
spired us with faith and trust because they exhibit
real love for us. But the lea8ers mist not misuse that
position which is being given to them by the devo-
tees. As longtas:they agree to show their respect
and recognize their Superiority in learning, re-
nunication, purity, then it works. If ' the leaders
do things which break the love and trust of the
followers, then there's No :use saying, "I"m the
GBC, and you've got to do this." or, "1'np the guru."
It just doesn't make any sense. Some persons, out

They're just going to walk away from it. There are
very good men who are actually.thinking - youself
one day you told me, "I never thought 1'd see the
day when I would think that well, maybe I have to
leave this movement. " I've spoken with other lead-
ing devotees. There's nothing wrong with them, but
why are they saying that. Because there is some-
thing wrong in our relationships,'in our dealings.
with one another. This should be given very ser-

~ious consideration by everyone, not just yourself

or myself or the GBC, but ‘every devotee is ul-
timately responsible for his spiritual life. vYou
can't really point the finger at another person.
As you say, if you know gold, you're going to grab
it whenever you see it. So it's our business to
know what gold is. oOr it is our business to know
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 what spiritual life is and what spiritual life is

not, and not simply who is the GBC and who isn't,
because, as we've seen, even GBC's make mistakes.
Or we've seen gurus make mistakes, 'but that doesn't

"mean that spiritual life is over now for that per-

son or the person who happened to be a victim of
such a mistake. It simply means that we've got to
come to that humble position and accept that this is
where we're at. We make so many mistakes, and get
off our high horses. Be honest with ourselves and
with eachother. :

But also it means, for example, that ah individual
can correct himself. .So also, collectively, if a

body makes a mistake, they can also correct them-

selves.

Can and should and must! Otherwise it's just not
going to work. Right now, for example, you have
two zones, my zone and Tamal Krsna Goswamis zone,

the devotees in these zones - GBC doesn't mean
anything. No GBC man could go to anyone of those
devotees and say, "Listen, you've got...." They'd

just laugh at him. That is how they have created
their image in that way in the eyes of these devotees.
Say what you may, but that's what it's come to.

There are, of course, so many other examples. You
can say the same thing about me. If I go somewhere,
people would laugh at me. ’

We have a serious problem in our movement. Basically,
we doh't know how to communicate in the Vaisnava
spirit - dadati bhndté ghnrnate. We are not doing it.
The only time someone shows up in your zone, in most
instances, is when they're coming to investigate you.
It's really like that. I was in America for three
years almost, and the only time a GBC man showed up
is when it was time for an investigation or to lay
one on me. But it wasn't just to come and have some
prasadam and have some association because I happened
to like or he happened to like me. That's very un-
fortunate because that's the gne pleasure that we can
indulge in as devotees - that we can associate and
relish the association of a like-minded person -
sadhi sanga. But it's not happening. '

One thing 'is that in the Seventh Chapter of Adi-lila,
Srila Prabhupada says that nothing can stop this
movement. We're experiencing what seems like a . = -
stumbling of the Movement, a stunting, but Prabhupada
said that as long as the leaders are following the

regulative principles and chanting their rounds, nothing
can stop this movement. So that also has to be analyzed.
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The Movement will not stop, but Prabhupada carried

on the Movement for Bhaktisiddhanta Prabhupada. But
there could have been many other personalities who
came along, but they didn't come. Deflnltely it

will go on, if it's even by only one’ person. In

what degree, what intensity it will go on, that's an
individual matter. Everyone is individually respon-
sible for his spiritual life. You just can't mechani-
That won't work. It won't
work. '

That's what makes the Christian church, which we left
behind, so repulsive, that the followers are not en-
lightened. They simply do things, "Because my father
did it or because the priest said it," or for no

reason at all they're simply going through the motions
of being part of a religious community. But they don't
have any conviction, therefore they can't stand on it.
Eveything becomes just a club or an institution.

Bingo Game.
Bingo Game.

KIRTAN

We were just spéaking ih general how there is a lack
of being able to communicate on a Vaisnava platform
of love and trust.

- —— - ———— - —— - —

It wasn't an atificial deécision in the sense that
there were some things that I would have said....

You should understand my disciples. They have heard
that I've broken the principles and fallen down;

they have heard that I don't chant my rounds. I don't
think there's anything you could possibly say to my
disciples that they haven't already heard. )

I jsut feel there are some dlscu351ons that are more

'appropriate.

Jayadvaita Maharaja, you really have to understand "




_Pyramid House Talks, 12/3/80 - Topanga Cényon 11.

JAYADVAITA
SWAMI :

TAMAL KRSNA
GOSWAMI :

that my disciples, as he has brought his, have
heard everything. They've heard things that you
haven't heard. ‘ ' .

I still think that even if they've.heard the world
and more there are still things I wouldn't say in
their presence that I'd say outside of their presence.

I really think that this is one of the major stumb-
ling blocks that is stopping our movement. The
disciples have been treated like babies which I
resent. There is no possibility of the future de-
velopment of our movement as long as the disciples
are kept in this position.

I'11 tell you something that is the natural feeling
of the father to want his son to grow up, and the
fact that you're not yet having any sons, has a lot
to do with your sharing your feelings. This is a
very natural thing, when community members sit to-
gether, like in India when family members sit '
together, there are no secrets. The brothers sit
together, the oldest son sits with him, the nephews
sit together and discuss the family business. You
see, all of us have only one common point: That we
want to see Krsna consciousness spread. If there's
some truth, there's nothing to be afraid about, be-
cause of all people the father believes in and con-
fides in his son.

His son knows all the defects of his father better
than anybody, but he doesn't love his father any
less for them. Just like Prabhupada. He saw all of
our defects, but he didn't love us less because of
those defects. It doesn't go just downward; it goes
upward, also. Of course, with Prabhupada we didn't
see defects. Our disciples may see things, but I
tell you, they won't see them. I clearly told them

‘now, after Sridhara Swami presented this to me, of

the guru having two feet in the mud - I clearly told
them that I have two knees in the mud, not two feet.
The only thing that may be out of the mud are these

two spectacles. These are sticking out of the earth
1ike this and I'm looking up out on top and the rest

is submerged in mud. But that doesn't make them

love me any less because I'm their only connection to
Prabhupada and then through the parampara to Krsna.
But that doesn't change their love. They can be told
that. :

I take it for granted that anything you say is only
meant with the greatest love and, therefore, in that
mood, anything can be heard. You don't have to
worry-about it.
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Well, with all due respect for the point you've just
made, I think it would be a different discussion without
them.

Well, then it'll have to be because they're going to
be here. '

«

I think, Goswami, you should get right to the point
because this is automatically solve so many questions

anyway.

Before you begin I want to point out two things, and
you can proceed as you like. This is your night.

It's not my night at all.

- I just wanted to point out that Sridhara Maharaja

pointed out that when Krsna appeared in Kamsa's
arena, he was viewed diffently by different persons.
Those views were all true. He was death personified
for Kamsa. He was a cowherd boy from Vrndavana.
People saw him in so many different ways, according to
their relationship. He described that Krsna's play-
ing in the line of guru in a particular person.
Some people may appreciate that, and there may be
different appreciations of the degree and love, but
for the disciple he is absolute. But a Godbrother's
consideration may be influenced by relatives in
judging the Godbrothers, so there are two different
points of view.

He advised at that time. He said that one should not

~exhibit his mental conception of his Godbrother be-

fore his disciples. ‘
I follow what you're saying, but....

No, but I'm saying that two wrongs don't make a right -
that they dishonored you. He said that when dishonor
comes to a man's guru, that is the worst thing in a
man's life when that happens, Now you're telling us

in an open assembly, "Go ahead and dishonor gurus."

No, I'm not telling you that because....
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Because someone dishonored gurus before.

If I thought that's what you were going to do, I
wouldn't want to bother talking to you because I
don't ‘want to bother talking to people who want to
dishonor a guru. If that's what your intention is....

It's not the intention, but it may look like that
by the disciple.

Well, it won't be looked.at that way because they're
intelligent. They're spiritually intelligent. I
think that you're insulting their intelligence. They
are intelligenct and they'll hear your sincere inten-
tions. The fact that you don't exhibit this in

this temple and in most temples of the world, we keep
the disciples in a dhapered condition, and that is
one of the big problems. That's the problem with
this movement. It's not going to grow until you

give up that mentality, because some of them are a
hundred times better than me or you. And they're not
going to get that ‘until they're let into this move-
ment, until they sit on that GBC council, and until
they're sitting with us and having these discussions
because they're Vaisnavas and they have to hear

these issues. - :

I don't know how to reconcile both issues, but what
he's saying makes sense, because I've seen it from,
my own experience. When you treat ahdisciple....

Let me say this one thing. In-pXanmanus, which are:
evidences, .experience is considered to be the worst
evidence. The highest evidence is 4iava phamana,
hearing. '

So what is the point?

Well, I'm just saying, he's saying on the basis of
experience. I say experience is erroneous.

I'm talking about éabda. I'll show you the picture
in Srimad-Bhagavatam where Sukhadeva Goswami's speak-
ing. Do you know who's present? .

Everyone should be present.
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His disciples are present, his guru is present; they
were all speaking together. .

Dhira Krsna Maharaja, when we went to see Sridhara

- this last time, my disciples were present.

Yah, Srid?ara Maharaja said it's all right.

They were sitting right there. Sridhara was speak-

ing and saying things to myself, to him, to our
Godbrothers. Because it was a very intimate and a
very, very important and critical time of their
spiritual life, they had to be there. It was neces-
sary. I can understand your point, but I think at- this
meeting it's important for them to be here. It's im-
portant for them and it's important for me.

May I just point out that I think that sometimes
doing things like that prematurely what happens as
a practical effect, is that you have one of your
disciples - we can say that they're more advanced

~and that can be true, but in general we can say that

someone may take the point of view that now they're
equal or greater than the guru's Godbrothers, as we
did in Prabhupada's case, which I think is a great
mistake, also. In other words, you have Prabhupada's
disciples thinking - who were just eating meat,
having illicit sex, getting intoxicated the year _.be-
fore - saying that all of Prabhupada's Godbrothers-:
were rascals. '

As a general rule, I wouldn't bring everyoné of my’
disciples and have him sit in a meeting, but there's
an exception to every rule.

I'll accept it, but I'm saying it may inhibit some
persons to a certain degree. Well, it's their
decision; it's their disciples.

Be whatever you may say, they're going to stay here.

“ e
- -
v

A

ALl xight.-

My disciples are going to sit with me. To talk with
me means to accept me in relationship with them also.
That's the GBC's mistake if they ‘think otherwise.
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Is there any precedent in this regard of Srila Pra-
bhupada having darshan with his disiples and God-
brothers?

Sometimes. Sometimes he excluded them and sometimes
he included them. Sometimes he excluded them, and

I couldn't stand it and Prabhupada couldn't stand it
and nothing was reached. I can tell you that. When
that happened on those occasions, nothing good came
of it. But when Prabhupada's disciples were allowed
to be present, it was always very harmonious and sweet.
But when his Godbrothers - I mean I can tell you when
Madhu Maharaja came with three of his Godbrothers and
he demanded that we leave the room, and I didn't want
to leave the room - and when I left the room I just

stood outside because I wanted to protect Prabhupada

pbecause I couldn't understand what they wanted.
Afterwards Prabhupada said, "Thugs." He called them
thugs, hoodlums ‘

I think that you're all my well-wishers and, therefore,
there's nothing to worry about. If you're not my
well-wishers, then obviously it's good that you leave
so they'll find out. You don't have to hold anything
back. They'd see through that. That's what I'm

trying to say. They're not blind; they can under-
stand. o

Anyway, we were starting to speak on the point of
false identification - that genuine humility means to
give up the false identification The real humility
will come when the soul is existing without it's
coverings. Our whole purpose in Krsna consciousness
is to relieve the soul of its coverings and to help
others to do so. Everything is based on that prin-
ciple. Whatever will facilitate my soul's libera-
tion in it's pure spiritual form as well as helping
other people to do so, that is the basis of our
movement. In this regard, I've had a certain reali-
zation a few days ago. I've been speaking with
Hansadutta Maharaja and Atreya Rsi and with Bhavan-
anda Maharaja also, and all their conclusions were
that somehow we should open up this point of .initia-‘
ted - the guru - to whoever is qualified.

There are bbvibously soO many statement by Srila Pra-
bhupada that his Gurumaharaja did not appoint any
successors. Many times Prabhupada said there should

be millions of gurus. This world requires millions

of gurus. Even in Prabhupada's book he says guru means
by qualification. Anyway, there are so many statements.
But there was. one thing that was stopping my agreeing
to this point, which was I had personally seen how
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DHIRA-KRSNA
MAHARAJA:
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Prabhupada appointed these people, these 11 persons.

In fact, when Siddhaswarupa came out with that hari-
bol special I countered it with a five-page letter.
Maybe you saw that letter. :

No I didn't.

Well it was a very good counter; it was pretty good.
His whole point was this is bogus, that Prabhupada
didn't appoint and I don't believe it. I said he
did, and I quoted the thing where he did. There are
3 documents which show that he did. The first docu-
ment is where five of us go to Prabhupada and asked
Prabhupada about when someone is the guru after Pra-
bhupada's disappearance.: Prabhupada said, "Yes." .
The next time was when thére was a recording and ‘
Prabhupada named them. .The next time was that letter
that Prabhupada signed. '

This was standing in my way of appreciating their
point, although their point has jreat value to ap-
preciate, that if someone is qualified why he should
not be making disciples. For example, he used you
as an example. He said yom couldyou play the instru-
ments like I can play, he can sing, he can quote
better than me. He started to name your qualifica-
tions. I could do the same for Jayadvaita Maharaja
or for so many people. The difference is so small,
if anything, and in some cases better.

Why is it that some people have this position and
others don't. Are they ever going to get it?
Hardly. Who's next in line. Oh, naturally, he
should be senior - next in line. One day maybe
this guy will be appointed and there'll be 14, 15,
16 - gradually, like that to get it. I was try-
ing to understand. As Sadhaputa points out that
there's a - what is there in that article? -
there's something in the inspiration. The insipra-
tion came because there was a questioning on my
part, so Krsna spoke. :

Actually, Prabhupada never appointed any gurus. He
didn't appoint eleven gurus. He appointed eleven ‘
nittviks. He never appointed them gurus. Myself

and the .other GBC have done the greatest disservi'ce.
to this movement the last three years because we
interpreted the appointment of adittviks as the

appointment of gurus.

What actually happened, I'll explain. I explained
it, but the interpretation is wrong. What actually
happened was that Prabhupada mentioned that he
might be appointing some 1{fttviks, so the GBC met
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for various reasons and they went to Prabhupada -
five or six of us. We asked him, "Srila Prabhupada,
after your departure, if we accept disciples, whose
disciples will they be, your disciples or mine?"
Later on there was a piled-up list for people to get
initiated, and it was jammed-up. I said, "Srila
Prabhupada, you once mentioned about aditfviks. I
don't know what to do. We don't want to approach
you, but there's hundreds of devotees named, and I'm
just holding all the letters. I don't know what you
want to do." ; '

So Prabhupada said, "All right. I will appoint so
many...," and he started to name them and he did .
name them. He made it very.clear that they're his
disciples. At that point it was very clear in my
mind that they were his disciples. Later on I asked
him two questions: 1) What about Brhamananda Swami?

I asked him this because I happened to have an affec-
tion for Brahmananda Swami. I don't know, I asked
him because somehow he's...I asked him, whatever.

So Prabhupada said, "No, not unless he's qualified;"

" Before I got.ready to type the letter, I asked him .
2) "Srila Prabhupada, is this all or do you want to
add more?" He said, "As is necessary, others may be
added."

Now I understand that what he did was very clear.

He was physically incapable of performing the func-

tion of initiation physically; therefore, he appointe
officiating priests to initiate on his behalf. He
appointed eleven and he said very clearly, "Whoever

is nearest, he can initiate." This is a very impor-

tant point, because when it comes to initiating if

it isn't whoever is nearest, it's wherever your

heart goes. ho repose your faith on, you take ini-
tiation from him. But when it's officiating, it's
whoever is nearest, and he was very clear. He named

them. They were spread out all over the world, and

he said, "Whoever you're nearest, you just approach €S
that person, and they'll check you out. Then, on s
my behalf, they'll initiate.” “It's not a question
that you repose your faith in that person - nothing.®
That's a function for the guru. "In order for me to
manage this movement," Prabhupada said, "I have to
form a GBC, and I will appoint the following people.
In order to continue the process of people joining
our movement and getting initiated, I have to appoint
some priests to help me because just like I cannot
physically manage everyone myself, I physically ‘
cannot initiate everyone myself." And that's all '
that it was, and it was never any more than that.

If it had been more than that, you can bet your bottom
dollar that Prabhupada would have spoken for days and
hours and weeks on eénd about how to set up this thing
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with the gurus, but he didn't because he already had
said it a million times. He said, "My gurumaharaja.
did not appoint anyone. It's by qualification.

We make a great mistake. After Prabhupada's depart-
ure, what is the position of these eleven people?
Obviously, Srila Prabhupada felt that of all the‘
people, these people are particularly qualified. So
it stands to reason that after Prabhupada's depart-
ure, they would go on, if they so desired, to :
initiate. Actually a 'sannyasi, for example, is con-
sidered to be spiritual master of the varnas and
ashramas. The brahmana is considered to be the spi-
ritual master also. Prabhupada showed that it's not
just sannyasis. He named two people who were
grhasthas, who could at least be nittviks, showing
that they were equal to any sannyasi. So anyone who
is spiritually qualified,-it's always been under-
stood that you cannot accept disciples in the presence
of your guru, but when the guru disappears, you can
- accept disciples if you're qualified and someone can
repose their faith. Of course, they should be fully
appraised at how to distinguish who is a proper guru.’
But if you're a proper guru, and your guru is no
longer present, that is your right. It's like a man
can procreate. Similarly, it is a disciple's duty to
« push forward. He may decide, "I don't want to take
disciples. I want to assist s6-and-so." He has that
right. But if he feels the inspiration from within
and he has the qualifications, and he realizes what
it means to take disciples, that it is a heavy respon-
sibility, and if someone reposes their in him, then he.
should go ahead ‘and do that. ' :

Unfortunately, the GBC did not recognize this point.
They immediately these eleven people are the selected
gurus. I can say definitely for myself, and for which
I humbly beg forgiveness from everybody, that there
was definitely some degree of tyring.to control.
There's a degree of this in most GBC's parts, in most
temple president's parts. This is the conditioned
nature, and it came out in the highest position of
all. "Guru, oh wonderful. Now I'm a guru, and
there's only eleven of us." I don't mean to say that
was my all-encompassing approach; please don't mis-
understand me, but this is what led us into this
pitfall. The GBC who weren't gqurus said, "I'm next
in line." This has screwed up our movement terribly.
It has very much hurt our movement because it has
left so many Godbrothers in a frustrated position,
very, very frustrated, and it is dampening their en-
- thusiasm, and it has held back the preaching mission.

I think that if you analyze very carefully some of
the things which have taken place, you see that a
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been avoided. Jadurani's incident would have been.

My incident in my zone would have been avoided. At
least I can say all those, and I think our whole
mentality - I think Jayatirtha's ‘incident would have
been avoided. I think that if there had been a whole
different mentality, there would be 79 gurus or 122,
instead of 11 where you have to show some super-
excellent qualifications. I think it would also throw
the position of the GBC into its proper perspective,
which is not to control and to have every single

thing channdled through it, but to support the preach-
ing mission, to support and to facilitate the preach-
ing mission. That is the actual business of the GBC,
not to restrict it or retard it in any way. I think
to some extent it's doing that at this point. For
example, I think that Srila Prabhupada - I pérsonally
feel - that the gurus don't have to be GBC members,
because the GBC is by-and-large a managerial functiom-
Of course, it requires spiritual intelligence. You
can't have a materialistic person become a GBC, but
it is by-and-large a managerial function.

lot of them - Yasodanandana's incident - WOuld have .

Prabhupada, for example, always wanted to get free of
that managerial function. You have a guy like
Bhaktipad who just doesn't want to be a GBC. Satva-
rupa wants to write, and I tell you I don't give a
damn about being a GBC, and I'm even known as as his
manager. He certainly doesn't want to. Bhavananda
doesn't want to, because the natural inclination of
the renunciate's position, if not being guru is san-
nasyi, is to travel and preach. In the direction of
manager, Prabhupada even said, and the sannyasi's
they have their special duties, what to speak of
guru. He's really got special duties. Management is
such a thing that it's in tis world, and this world
has the three modes. Manager means that you have to
make so many choices. You have to come so many times"
under the relative platform. I can tell you without
trying to cop an excuse that so many different things
that happened in my zone happened on account of my
position of management. Beleive me, if you think I
was heavy with these personalities, you can't imagine
how much heavier I was when I was the GBC before
Prabhupada's disappearance.

When I was temple president in L.A., I used to beat
the hell out of people. ‘That's why I was the king of
the heap there. You'd be surprised, but when you're

a guru, you can't do that. But when you're also a
manager, you do-a lot of things to keep people under
control to get them to do what has to be done.

Again, I'm not tryinto to excuse anything. I'm Jjust
trying to say that these two don't very well together.
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I feel that this realization or this understanding
is essential if we're to avoid further things from
- happening because, believe me, it's going to repeat.
It's just a question time until things have a little
bit faded out ‘and again another incident is going to
happen, whether it's here in L.A. or somewhere else.
'It's going to continuously happen until you allow the
actual spiritual force of Krsna to be exhibited
without restriction.
That means when you're allowed to preach with full
force and facility, then we're going to see you in a
totally ecstatic happy way, and we'll have millions
of devotees. Unless that happens, whether it's you
or - if you try to restrict me with managing - If I
hadn't been made gquru with my personality the way it
is, you can't even imagine it. I think that's even
why Prabhupada said you can be a aittvik. My nature
is such that I could never stand by. It would be
tough, also, it would be very tough. Really, it's
very tough for a lot of people. I may be of one
nature and Bhakti Caru is another and so-and-so is
another, but in their own way, it's just as touch
for them - and Adi Keshava. 1It's ridiculous! The
man is more qualified. How do we qualify? But he
can't initiate. Everybody says it. Satsvarupa Maha-
raja was talking with me on the phone; he says it's
ridiculous.

Do you imagine what .AditKesha's abilities and mind
is? Superior, as far as I can see. I may have some
nice qualities, maybe a little bit more on one side
or another. He's a wonderful, advanced devotee, but
he's frustrated being underneath, whether he admits
it or not. He doesn't like to admit it, naturally,
because it looks like something you want.  You're
not sure. You know what he said about Sridhara
Swami? He said, when it was told that Hansadutta
Maharaja - Jayapataka read an ultimate point that
Hansadutta Maharaja was praying for Prabhupada's
death. Sridhara Maharaja heard this and he said,
"Yes, the same thing was there in my gurumaharaja's
time. There was one disciple who gurumaharaja said
was in. the same mentality. My gurumaharaja chose
to see the bright side. Yes, because he feels
checked right now in his preaching determination.
‘He wants to preach for me and for Krsna, and he
cannot." The fact is that whatever we say still
-Prabhupada named him after this incident to be a
nittvik or a guru, according to your interpretation.

In other words, Sridhara didn't consider that a point.
I was with Hansadutta. He knows perfectly well that
everything is on the basis of the guru. You don't
get anywhere without your guru's mercy. Anybody
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DEVOTEE :

knows that. If we don't have that love and faith
and trust in him after fourteen years of his being
a solid devotee, if he doesn't know the ABC of
Krsna consciousness - I mean this is ridiculous.

‘That's what's wrong with me and him.. I've been

accused of the same thing. "That you tried to kill
Prabhupada."

T can't live without Prabhupada. If you don't think
that I have that understanding, there's no possibility
of me working with certain men in this movement, and
I'm telling you that on the phone, and I'm sure you
know. Because that's the way he thinks. I don't

want to work with him. I can't work with him! Be-
cause I don't think that about him. He actually
thinks that! People are actually thinking I was
against book distribution. I wasn't against book
distribution. I'm aginast rip-off techniques! That's
my opinion, but that's what I'm against. But theré:cs
the lack of love and trust on the principles of
Vaisnavism that I can understand the point of the
guru. After all these years how is it that I could
forget the principle of the guru?

The point I want to state on that is this realization,
and I feel that the GBC body, if they don't adopt
this point very quickly, if they don't realize this
truth: You can't show me anything on tape or in
writing where Prabhupada says, "I appoint these 1l

as gurus." It doesn't exist because he never ap- ‘
pointed any gurus. This is a myth. Everyone is
qualified to right now give initiation and you'll

see no blood and pus will fall out of the sky, no -
+hunderbolt will strike you dead. Bhakti Caru had
people who were wanting to get initiated by him and
they don't want to be initiated by someone else,

and they had to get initiated by someone else, and it
was a great, great mistake because they had reposed
their faith on someone. That man is qualified! He
will not fall! I have faith he won't fall into maya.
Okay, anyone may, but I have as much faith in him as
I have in myself. Yet, we have this ridiculous
thing, "Wait til Mayapur and we will vote. We prob-
bly will be taking on another two this year." What
is that?! You've already been taking on by getting
initiated by Prabhupada. '.That is your right. The
day you got initiated ygu get the right to become a
father when your father ‘disappears, if you're qua‘li-.
fied. No appointment. It doesn't require an ap-
pointment because there isn't one. '

So what should be the system then for establishing the
parampara? Actually, I was listening to your descrip-
tion and my only guestion is okay if all this is right,
then what should be the...? ‘

\
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~ One thins is
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First of all, let's understand that we're now going
to discuss‘thg:details of it. I don't mind dis-
cussing because it's practical.

Will you finish before you...?

My point is- that this is the{principle. Your point
is very important. We should work out the details,
Let's, first of all, discuss the principle of whether
this point about appointment is genuine or not.

I'd like to say one thing because I didn't hear the
tapes, but I saw the transcripts of the conversations
with Srila Prabhupada, and one thing that actually
convinced me that there was no appointment because
when it got to the point that you asked Srila Prabhu-
pada, "Well, what about India?" and Srila Prabhupada
said, "I am here." So it was apparent that Srila
Prabhupada wasn't speaking of the future because when
you asked him, "What about India?" Srila Prabhupada
said, "I am here." . : ’

Exactly.

Can I ask Dhira Krsna's opihion about what Tamal
Krsna Maharas3a just said because you've been reading
and studying? '

There's one thing I have to say is that in this dis-
cussion there should be no fear of repurcussions. I
have no fear of anything and that's why I can say any-
thing because everything that could have happened has
happened. .

Anyone can can knock on my door day or night and find
out what I think.

Right, so we should speak now with the thought that,
"Well, if so and so finds out what I've said, I'm
getting...." That's not right. We should be totally
open. '

regards to this point about the GBC and
its function in the Movement. I think an example of
the strangling effect might be there is that so many.
of our Godbrothers have practically not verbatim, but
in principle, said the same thing you've just said -

devotees like Naranarayana, Uttamasloka. There's a

lot of them in L.A. They're not actively engaged in
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the Movement right now. But their was no forum for
expressions of that feeling, no forum for it. There
was nowhere for it to go. '

No one can.give their opinion. No one is ‘allowed.

I was speaking with some devotees today about coming
tonight and they said, "Look, I've talked so much
already, and I'm sick of talking. I'm just going to ‘
do my work. There's no hope anyway. It's not going

to change anyway, SO what's the point in talking any-
more?" They've gotten to that point to a great extent.

I started having different dialogues with various de-
votees on these subjects, especially since these
amogha lila letters appeared. As we were discussing
these different points, we found that most devotees

to questions like, "Doesn't it say somewhere in a book
that kind of knowledge was coming out? Well, wasn't
there some tape?" Everybody's ignorance was becoming
very manifested, so I started to read a lot of dif-
ferent things. About the tape, I said, "Yeah, I

never heard it either."”

Still 95% of the people in the Movement haven't heard
it. ‘

So then I heard the tape and when I heard the tape, I
got different impressions than what my understanding
had been. I must have listened to that tape and rea
the transcript around a thousand times just over and
over and over. Sometimes I would think, "I'm just
becoming bewildered because Tamal Krsna Maharaja
doesn't understand what Prabhupada's saying." That
time was so intense, and then I was thinking, "So this
is my lack of faith in Prabhupada that I think that
Tamal Krsna Maharaja doesn't understand something,
partly that he's tripping-up Prabhupada, or, 'Oh, if
Prabhupada could only have finished that once sentence
about who is initiating consider...if he hadn't cut
him off',"-so I could never understand the tape. Then
I started thinking that Prabhupada is always on the
transcendental platform and that means oneness, SO

he must be saying one thing beginning to the end. I
was thinking, "Maybe if I just read what Prabhupada's
saying without anyone else's interjections, I'll get the
gist of what he's saying. : '

Even trying all these different ways, I must have come
up with six different versions of what I thought Pra-

~ bhupada was saying or.what was a conceivable possi-

bility. It appears to me in Prabhupada's books, as
you mentioned, it's obvious that group 1 is guru by
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A Vaisnava amongst Vaisnavas.

‘order do this."

" if he was only appointing adlttvdik,

23.

qualification. :But at the same time in the section of
Adi-lila where it's describing Krsnadas Kaviraja be-
fore he actually wrote Caitanya-caritamrta. - There -
were three things: The approval of the spiritual
master, approval of Krsna from within and the assembly

- of Vaisnavas, the Madana-mohan.deities were garlanded,

all the Vaisnavas said, "Do it." They didn't appoint
him to write the Caitanya-caritamrta, but he was
qualified .separately from that, but that is the way,
Prabhupada says, a Vaisnava will take on any serious
responsibility.

He was a Vaisnava
acting amongst Vaisnavas.

Right. And that's Vaisnava etiquette. Prabhupada
says that when you reach a certain level of Vais-
nava behavior or standard, because there are degrees,
of Vaisnavas, then at that time with the consent of
the spiritual master and the other Vaisnavas and
Krsna from within, one will write. Since he says

in another purport this means when you take on any
reponsibility; it also means in relation to initia-
tion. :

One point is that Prabhupada, he took the disciple.
He didn't get the confirmation....

Right, but from Vaisnavas.

Right. I'm just pointing out that it's not necessarily
from an official assembly. '

Right. Because they may not necessarily choose to
recognize someone that's actually qualified, so that
is a precarious position. ' Just like I have certain
feelings, and the assembly of Vaisnavas in the GBC
were not appreciating them. I went to Sridhara Maha-
raja who I consider the Vaisnava and he confired cer-
tain things; he corrected me on other things.
Chastised me on some. So I went in that way for some
help or. guidance. ‘ ' B

As I read this transcript of the tape, I kept seeing
Prabhupada saying, "On my order become guru, but

in my presence you shouldn't become guru. On my
And he said, "When I order someone
to become guru, he is regular guru. That's all."
I've been trying to see-~ in the subject of rititvik,
I was thinking, .
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"¥irtanananda was already chanting on beads and
doing things. A lot of people were." So I was
thinking, "Is the only difference from what
Prabhupada's saying now is that you don't have
to ask me?" e

No, obviously. He's indicating something.

Right. So he was giving some recognition, because
when you said about Brahmananda, if it was just some
officiating and only that, then why say, "He must
rectify and qualify himself." Just to be a rAXLvAk.
Then I started thinking, "Oh, actually, they were
gurus right then. It's just that they didn't know
it." Because you were confused. But I was thinking,
"That can't be either." Then what I ended up under-
standing was Prabhupada giving the recognition then
because you would also need that recognition from
your guru. Just like, if I were going to initiate
disciples, I would want some inspiration from Pra-
bhupada, some definite indication that I should do
that. Just as when Pramana Maharaja went to see
Sridhara Maharaja. and described his position, SO
Sridhara Maharaja said, "All right. So first they
had their faith in you. All these people had their
faith in me, and you didn't see anyone superior to
direct them to?" Because that's also a point. Just
l1ike with Siddhaswarup, he was directing that Prabhu-
pada at a particular point....

He said the Bhagavatam where Vidura....

Vvidura, and he also said nearby; which is pretty far
out. He said, "He's nearby and he's older than me;
it'11l be difficult for you to accept me." That was
the idea. Then he said, "You go to him." §So, they
were both qualified. So, sometimes that can be a
consideration, relatively speaking. _Anyway, Sridhara
Maharaja said to Pramana that, "You didn't see any-
one superior to direct them to." He asked thenm,
"What happened that made you realize you should do
that? You had some special realization? Reading

the shastra? Or from the Godbrothers or your guru
appeared to you in a dream? What was that? At the
time he said, "wWell, at the time, I thought it was
the right thing to do." That didn't go over very

‘big with Sridhara Maharaja.

What I began to understand was that Prabhupada gave
the recognition. I've seen the letter he wrote about
Hansadutta Maharaja, also. It's not just because of

his preaching that Prabhupada said, "Therefore, I
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think YOu're qualified to be an officiating priest."”

That doesn't make Sense. That you've done this great

Preaching here, and therefore I'm recognizing you.

Just that you can chant on beads and give names without

asking me? No. The indication is ‘there, but while
Prabhupada was alive, certainly the people you ini-
tiated was on his behalf. "In my presence, it is on

as Sridhara Maharaja indicated in the transcript, by
the &4tivxk‘the:e was also .some recognition there.

It was likely that those people would carry on. They
didn't have to. No one was forced to. I was asked to

be the guru in Australia; I refused it.

As Sridhara Maharaja pointed out in his own case, he
said, "There it was before me. My gurumaharaja's
order." He had the order also. "Kirtan, preaching
and diksa," because the result of preaching is that
you must give diksa. You are going to preach; they
are going to develop faith in you. So he said,
"There I was; that was before me."

That faith is for everybody.

Then he said, "So I was thinking that many qualified

people came, including Prabhupada's sister and asked,

but even my guru's order was there, I was still
thinking, 'I'm not qualified'." So he wouldn't do-
it.  He said, "Later in Nityananda's birthplace
eka chakra I was reading Jiva Goswami and had some
special realization that that wealth that I have,
I must give that to others. When that came? Not

artificially or of a desire to be in such a position,

but that he had some genuine realization, then he
began to do that. So I also felt that after Prabhu-
pada's disappearance, due to a lot of our ignorance
on what the actual statements of shastra are in re-
gards to devotional service, how it's liberating,

seeing Krsna, associating with Krsna, what is rasa? -

we're very ignorant on these subjects - when it came
it came time for the gurus to take this position for

afraid to say that anyone was qualified. Like, "Oh,
no one will believe it if we tell them that we're

actually qualified, so therefore we'll tell them that
we were appointed, that Prabhupada appointed us to do

this, Because not that we're really qualified, but
Prabhupada telling us that we should do this."

Who did you say waslthinking this?

~disciples to begin initiating, it's as though we. were

- my béhalf." But after Prabhupada's disappearance, then,
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The GBC.

I can say, I mean I know that some peopleifelt that
they were qualified. .

Right. But I'm saying - to the society., What are

we going to tell them?

I have to clear this point. There was no such men-
tality. Rather, the mentality was that we immediately
concluded the exclusivity of these 11 gurus.

I can understand what you're saying.
terms of presenting it to the Society.

I'm saying in

It wasn't with that conception of - I don't feel there
WaS.... ‘

In other words, look at it the other way then. Say
there were so many Godbrothers thinking, "That such
and such is not qualified, then how can I accept?"
"Well, Prabhupada said...." I mean it in that way.
Say at that time in Mayapur in '78, we'd said, "Let's
get together and read all of these books, Prabhupada's
instructions, because now that he's gone, that be- -
comes the most prominent means, and let's find out
what it says about the spiritual master and get it
real clear."

So that's your conclusidn?
Yah.

Now add to the point that the idea is that there was
no such thing as exclusively, that the appointment

was one is just for a nittvik. It was with an ob-
vious indication, that, "After my departure these
people are - I consider them qualified to take in
disciples." It was not obviously like that. It
wasn't that others who feel the impetus from within
and, as you pointed out, who those Vaisnavas -
whatever that gathering of Vaisnavas happens to

be - and I don't say that it has to be the GBC meeting
because I've seen a lot of things that should get done
in a GBC meeting that don't get done and things which
shouldh't get done that do get done; so maybe i '

SOREE)

)
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be here in Los Angeles and you'll be asked by S
so-and-so and so-and-so. Maybe he'll have great
faith in Satsvarupa Maharaja, and just by~ his

feeling, say, "This man I respect greatly. Three

are two or three people I respect greatly. I

don't think they're biased. Genuine." So it could
be very unlimited. I accept what you're saying
completely. It seems to me that this is the whole

. po1nt that I see that some of my Godbrothers do

seem ' tb indicate that they would perhaps like to
take this responsibility. And in my opinion,
they're highly qualified. And in my opinion, it's.
highly necessary because the fact is that there are
people waiting to be initiated, as it says, my eternal
father. There are millions of souls waiting to be
initiated, and maybe they are going to. have to keep
being karmis or something until their guru gets to be
a guru. :

I can see there arebpeople in this movement who are
holding off because they're waiting for somebody.

I+ has to be. You've seen in that situation?
Yes. I don't believe....

Can I add one point, an important point which is real
important? How many people have been forced to take
initiation”from people they didn't want to'because the
GBC and the guru are the same person? If you just
separate this issue of GBC and guru, of management and
spiritual direction, you can solve this problem very,
very easily. It's not such a detail because the
overall issue is very, very important. The GBC, as
far as we're concerned, frankly speaking, I don't
think it is as important. The most important thing,

I think, is the guru and disciple because, although

at this time the GBC body as a whole, would take some
decision, I will either accept it or reject it accord-
ing to the way I feel. 1I'll never take that attitude
toward Srila Prabhupada, and I definitely do draw a
distinction between the two. In other words I do not
equate the GBC with my spiritual master. I equate
them with the executor's of my guru's will. But,
unfortunately, -I've seen that sometimes they -don't
execute the; therefore, I don't even accept them all
the time as the executors of the will. But I'll never
say that they're Prabhupada. They're not the will-
makers. They're, at best, executors.

He said, "Ultimate managing authority," that means
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Now how to resolve it because at the same time, how
important the GBC is? They are the most important
aspect of keeping our movement together, which ‘is
very important because with numbers we gain great
strength., We can convince millions of people to
take initjiation from our gurus when we have a uni-
fied movement. In this respect, it seems to me

- of course I don't know whether this will happen -
I think this is even more difficult to put in
perspective - to honor the right of everybody who
is qualified to be a guru - is to ask these GBC men
— T don't think that it.is very easy. Supposing
now, let's take a GBC man; he has a zone. If he

is also a guru, and there are other gurus working

'in this area, it becomes very, very difficult for

him to be so detached that he can allow these

others the facility to function. If you ask, "Well,
who will be the guru in that particular temple?"

And I asked this question of Srila Hansadutta. I
said, "All right. Supposing up in Berkeley Janardana
decides to be a guru. Supposing he does. I don't

" think he will. In fact, I'm sure he won"t, but I'm

using him as an example. And he saysa, 'All right,
Hansadutta Maharaja, we'll both fit; now slide the
picture up; there's still seven inches on the altar,
and I want my picture up there, too. I mean, this
isn't your temple; this is Prabhupada's temple'."
Than Hansadutta said, "Might makes right." This was
his state of mind. It means, "vyeah, but I was here
first, and there's going to be a lot of other people
sizing eachother on it. They're going to be wanting
to push their way on here, and right now all of the
disciples here are mine. Let's talk it over frankly,
Janardana. It would make a lot more sense to start
another temple. If you like the Bay area, come On
and start it right here. Put Prabhupada's picture up
and put your own picture up. But it just worked out
the way it was, whether it was our foolishness or

our mishnderstanding, but somehow, after three years,

I've been reigning here.” P ,
Or, in my case, like , he didn't say, "Might
makes right." He said, "Sure, I'll slide over my

picture, and he slid over because he'and I have a
complete compatible understanding of - we already dis-
cussed that we may decide to split it up and have two
temples after a while. But for the time being, no
problem. So, actually, that'll be worked out. There
might be, like in Mayapur, there's two pictures up.

It might work that there'd be two or three or it

might be that the guru and all of his disciples and
most of the leading Godbrothers and Maharaja or
whoever the person is - you talk together; - you work
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it out. It's no big thing. Really, it doesn't
make a bit of difference. If you really have the
desire to make disciples and preach, you may not
even like that big temple fac111ty that's already
there. You may want to train your'-disciples in
your own way, because when you plug into a big
temple you're plugging into this thing and this
thing, this new bhakta leader and that head

- pujari. You may want to create your own men.

There's a whole world out there. Why do you have
to stay in a dirty city?

T
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